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Monday, May 1, 2000 
A News letter for th e 
G RAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Co mmun ity 
Volume 24, Number 37 
Save the Date! Celebrate DeVos Center August 24 
Plan to be a part of Grand 
Va lley's moment to shine! The Fall 
2000 Facu lty Staff Picn ic will kick off 
the opening celebration o f the Richard 
M. DeVos Center on the downtown 
campus. The August 24 even ing event, 
co-sponsored by the University Clu b 
and Pres ident Arend D. Lubbers, wi ll 
be he ld at the DeVos Center. It w ill be 
a party to remember as Grand Va lley 
celebrates this exciting moment in its 
history. 
The celebration will continue on 
September 8, when the entire west 
Michigan community is invited to the 
DeVos Center dedication and open 
house. 
Across Campus 
Downtown Campus to Be Named in Honor 
Of Robert Pew 
During last week's CVSU Board of Control 
meeting, Presidenl Arend D. Lubbers recom-
mended that Grand Valley's downtown cam-
pus be named I or Robert C. Pew, and the 
board mem-
bers con-
curred. The 
move to name 
the campus for 
Pew, Janner 
chairman of 
the board q/ 
Steelcase inc. , 
is in honor q/ 
bis longtime 
support q/ 
CVSU, including the g//1 of land Ji'om Steel-
case on which much of the downtown campus 
was built. 
forum Goes Biweekly 
With the e ncl of the w inte r semeste r, 
Forum will be published biweekly. The 
next issue will be ava il able on Monday, 
May 15. 
Purchasing Card Program 
Implemented 
The Purchasing Services Office has 
implemented a new procedure for 
making sma ll purchases by using Visa 
credit ca rds. 
According to Este r Burns, senio r 
buyer, PaymenTech Financia l Services, a 
subsidia1y of First USA, has been 
contracted to provide departments 
and/ or designated individ ua ls with a 
credit ca rd that will use both interna l 
and management controls. All charges 
will be billed directly to GVSU. 
Burns cla ims that with PaymenTech's 
Web-based proprietary re porting system, 
continued on page 2 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
dead li ne is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
emai l forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/ online/forum/ 
form.html/ 
Visit GVNow, Grand Va lley's 
daily online publica tion, on the 
Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
the university can access, track, and 
evaluate spending on a daily basis to ensure 
that purchasing policy and procedures are 
followed. 
The Purchasing Card Program will 
provide the following significant benefits : 
• fewer number of purchase orders 
issued, invoices processed, and number of 
checks issued 
• electronic data integration to the FRS 
accounting system 
• payment process 
will be expedited 
department card for small do llar purchases. 
Appointing officers/cleans must approve all 
card applications, and every card holder is 
required to attend a training sess io n. 
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Faculty and staff membe rs should contact 
their department administrative assistant for 
more information about the Purchasing Ca rel 
Program, or call Kip Srnall igan, in Purchas-
ing, at x3211. 
Coming in the Fall 
The state has authori zed GVSU specia lty 
license plates, available through Secreta ry of 
State branch offices this fa ll. Plan to be 
• opportunities for 
negotiating prime 
university contracts 
and pricing will be 
identified 
I • MICHIGAN • 
• detailed , summa-
ry and specialty 
reporting 
In addition to the 
traditional mail order, 
the purchasing card 
can be used to place 
orders over the 
counter, phone, fax and the Internet. 
) 
Burns anticipates that every department 
will realize the value of having at least one 
Coming Events 
Downtown Move-
In Begins May 8 
Faculty and staff members 
will begin moving into the 
Richard M. DeVos Center on 
May 8. Twice weekly, 50 
offices per day will relocate 
into the DeVos Center, and 
from the office building at 
25 Comn1erce to the Eber-
hard Center. 
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 
Sample GVSU specialty license plate. 
among the first with the plates . Watch 
Forum and GVNow - www.gvnow.gvsu.edu 
- in corning months for more detai ls. 
From May 1-5, faculty and 
staff, who are preparing to 
move into the DeVos Center, 
are invited to check out the ir 
space during open house 
hours from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
each clay. 
Erin Lich, left, and Erin Mccrane, downtown operations staJJ; moved 
into the De Vos Center a couple of weeks early. 
continued on page 3 
Coming Events 
Watch the Forum throughout the 
summer for regular updates on the 
Grand Rapids campus move. For more 
up-to-date info rmation, go to Grand 
Va lley's daily online publication, GVNow, 
on the Web at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
Benefit Dinner to Fund 
African-American 
Scholarship 
"Touching Lives Through Education" 
is tbe theme of a benefit dinner, 
planned for May 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center at GVSU. Tbe Alumni 
Relations Office will host the dinner, 
which will benefit a scholarship for 
Afri can-American students. Tickets are 
$25 and may be o rdered by call ing 
Yvon ne Jackson at (616) 241-0365 or 
Terry and Karel Adams at (616) 241-
3051. 
Proceeds from the benefit dinne r will 
suppo rt the Esther N. Adams Memorial 
Scholarship at GVSU. Adams, a 1983 
grad uate of GVSU who majored in 
Esther Adams 
Spanish and 
Sociology, 
was bo rn in 
Camaguey, 
Cuba, and 
came to the 
United States 
with her 
parents in 
1967 She 
married L. C. 
Adams in 
1984 and 
moved to 
Connecticut, 
where she 
worked as a 
mental health professional until he r 
death in 1994. 
Adams' fa mily established the 
scholarsh ip at GVSU in her memory to 
assist two African-American students 
each year with $1,000 awards. 
Traverse City 
Commencement Correction 
Grand Valley commencement cere-
monies in Traverse City will take 
place at 7:30 p .m. at the Park Place 
Hotel Dome on May 2. 
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GVSU Community Turning 
Out for Old Kent Park Night 
redeemable for food or souvenirs at the 
ballpark. 
A night of baseball , friends and fun 
will be in order on Thursday, August 3, 
as GVSU and the popular West Michi-
gan 
Whitecaps 
team up 
for "GVSU 
Night at 
O ld Kent 
Park. " 
Many 
GVSU 
offices are 
planning 
outings 
cente red 
around the 
7 p.rn. 
game 
between 
the 
Whitecaps, 
the Detroit 
Tigers Class A affiliate, and the Fort 
Wayne Wizards. Tickets for the event 
a re $8 per person, and $4 for chi ldren 
under five. The admission includes $2 
worth of "Crash Cash," coupons 
Expected to participate are President 
Arend D. Lubbers, who will de liver the 
game's first pitch , the GVSU Ad Hoc 
Choir (anyone who wants to sing), 
presenting the National Anthem, the 
GVSU Steel Band, and Lou ie the Laker. 
For more information o r to reserve 
your tickets for "GVSU Night at Old 
Kent Park," call GVSU Alumni Relations 
at x3590. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
William Neal, professor of Geology, Martha Golensky, assistant professor 
is co-author of chapters in two books of Social Work, presented a paper, titled 
with 0. H . Pilkey, from Duke Universi- "Does Motivation Matter? An Explorato1y 
ty, and D. M. Bush , fro m the State Study of the Relatio nship Between 
University of West Georgia. "Storms and Incentives for Board Participation and 
the Coast" is chapter 22 in Storms, Board Performance," at the "Innovation, 
Volume I, edited by R. A . Pielke, Sr. , Change, and Continuity in Nonprofit 
and R. A. Pielke , Jr. , and published by Organization Governance" conference 
Routlege Press . "Lessons from Light- in Kansas City. The conference was 
ho uses: Shifting Sands, Coastal Manage- sponsored by the Midwest Cente r for 
ment Strategies, and the Cape Hatteras Nonprofit Leadership , the University of 
Lighthouse Controversy" is chapter 16 Missouri-Kansas City, and the Nationa l 
in The Earth Around Us: Maintaining a Cente r for Nonprofit Boards. 
Livable Planet, edited by J. S. Schnei-
de rman , and published by W. H. 
Freeman. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted. 
Arts hotline: (616) 895-ARTS. 
Wed. , May 3-Thurs. , May 4 
1 p.m.: The Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center. 
Second Annual Retreat, "Teaching Life ." Khardomah 
Lodge, Grand Haven. 
Thurs., May 4 
8-10 a.m.: The Van Andel Global Trade Center presents 
Inte rnational Opportunity Series, "Inte rnational Ma rket: 
South Africa. " EC, 2nd Floor. 
Mon. , May 8 
9 a.m. -4:30 p.m.: The Pew Faculty Teaching & Lea rning 
Center presents, "Lea rning the Disciplines Thro ugh 
Writing. " 117HRY. Call x3498 for more information. 
Tues. , May 9-Thurs., May 11 
9 a .m.-12: 30 p.m.: The Pew Faculty Teaching & Learning 
Center presents , "Writing in the Disciplines ." Cabins DEF, 
KC. Ca ll x3498 for more information. 
Wed. , May 10 
8:30 a .m.-4 p.m.: The Va n Andel Globa l Trade Cente r 
presents, "NAFTA Certification & Rules of Orig in ." EC. 
Ca ll x6811 for more information . 
Thurs. , May 11 
8 a.rn.-12 noon: Seidman School of Business presents: 
"Strategies for Smart Decision Making." EC. Ca ll x6664 for 
more info rmatio n. 
8:30 a .m.-4 p.m.: The Van Andel Global Trade Cente r 
presents, "NAFTA Certifica tion & Rules of O rigin ." 
Kell ogg Community College. Call x6811 for more infor-
mation. 
4 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to 
change. 
Mon.,May 1 
4 p.m.: Softball. Cornerstone University at GVSU. 
Mon. , May l-1\1es. , May 2 
All Day: Men's Golf. NCAA Regiona l Tournament at Indi-
anapolis, IN. 
1\1es. , May 2 
4 p.m.: Baseba ll at Ca lvin College. Grand Rapids. 
4 p.m. : Softba ll. St. Mary's College at GVSU. 
Wed.,May 3 
2 p.m.: Baseball. Hillsdale College at GVSU. 
Fri., May 5 
10 a.m.: Track & Field . GLIAC Conference Meet at GVSU. 
Fri. , May 5-Sat. , May 6 
TBA: Softba ll. GLIAC Tournament at Big Rap ids. 
Sat., May 6 
1 p.m.: Baseball. Wayne State University at GVSU. 
Sun. , May 7 
12 noon: Baseba ll. Wayne State University at GVSU. 
Sat. , May 13 
6 p.m.: Baseba ll at Northwood University. Midland. 
Sun. , May 14 
1 p.m.: Baseba ll at Northwood University. Midland. 
